
Exhibitions and Events Guide
April – October 2018

AWARD WINNING ART GALLERY



Exhibitions Highlights

April – October 2018

An Award Winning Art Gallery

The Sea is the Limit
4 May – 2 September 2018

70 Years of Giving Art
4 May – 2 September 2018

Aesthetica Art Prize 2018
18 May – 30 September 2018

Sara Radstone: More than Words
Until 10 June 2018

Lucie Rie: Ceramics and Buttons
22 June 2018 – 12 May 2019

ARTIST’S CHOICE by Per Inge Bjørlo
Until March 2019

Project Gallery

Hear My Voice: Art for Wellbeing
13 April – 15 July 2018

Refuse/Refuge
20 July – 16 September 2018
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70 Years of Giving Art

4 May – 2 September 2018

The Sea is the Limit

4 May – 2 September 2018

This exhibition is dedicated to the 70th Anniversary 
celebrations of the Friends of York Art Gallery, founded in 
1948. Throughout the decades the Friends have supported 
the gallery in many ways, through grants for acquisitions of 
important works, conservation, learning activities, research and 
fundraising for the Fine Art Store, as well as working hard to 
promote the gallery.

The exhibition includes key works acquired with the help of the 
Friends, as well as introducing visitors to their history.

The Friends of York Art Gallery host Lunchtime Talks within  
the gallery on the Second and Fourth Wednesday of the month 
at 12.30pm.

Ed Kluz, View of Exhibition Square, York, 2012.Shahram Entekhabi (Iran / Germany), My Mother – The Histroy of Iran. Full HD, Language: English, 
Audio: Dolby Digital, Runtime 78:30 min © 2015.

For further information on becoming a Friend of York 
Art Gallery visit www.friendsofyorkartgallery.co.uk

The Sea is the Limit – Live Discussion
4 May 2018, 12 noon, Yorkshire Museum
Join us as our expert panel discuss issues arising from the 
exhibition – exploring themes of migration, identity and 
the meaning of national borders; and how artists reflect 
and drive the debate about these issues. FREE event.

The Sea is the Limit is a stunning and thought provoking 
exhibition of international artists’ works addressing the current 
and ongoing issues of immigration, migration, refugees, 
integration and borders, both of a cultural and geo-political 
nature.

The project, organised by York Art Gallery and curated by 
contemporary UK and Ireland based artist Varvara Shavrova, 
will feature audio visual objects, interactive installations, live 
public art works and other pieces.

The exhibition will be accompanied by a dynamic public 
programme, which will include a series of public art talks, 
artists’ talks and tours of the exhibition.
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The Anthony Shaw Collection

Anthony Shaw has been collecting art for over 40 years and 
his collection is now on long term loan to York Museums Trust. 
Anthony believes that showing the work in a domestic interior 
emphasises the dialogue between the artists. Our unique display 
allows visitors to imagine how it is to live with an art collection.

Anthony has invited Norwegian sculptor Per Inge Bjørlo to 
redisplay and reimagine his collection in the domestic space in 
the gallery. He has transformed the display in a very different way, 
offering a challenging vision of how to live with art in the home.

Hands on Here! allows visitors to experience and understand 
ceramic objects by handling them and exploring their physicality. 
Volunteers in the Anthony Shaw space use objects from the 
display and from our collections, highlighting material, colour, 
texture and context.

Lucie Rie: Ceramics and Buttons
22 June 2018 – 12 May 2019

As one of the most respected potters of the 20th century, 
Dame Lucie Rie (1902 – 1995) was known for her finely thrown 
and beautifully decorated functional domestic ceramics.

She emigrated to the UK during the Second World War and 
began producing ceramic buttons for the fashion industry, after 
spotting a gap in the market as many British button factories 
had been requisitioned for the War effort.

This exhibition highlights this less well known area of her 
practice, displaying hundreds of her buttons alongside many 
examples of domestic wares she became celebrated for.

The Centre of Ceramic Art (CoCA) highlights and 
celebrates our collection of British Studio Ceramics, 
which is the most representative public collection in 
the UK and covers the entire British Studio Ceramics 
movement.

PLUS – Don’t forget to visit the Ceramic Rainbow,  
a 17 metre long case displaying nearly 1,000 ceramic 
objects showcasing our collection from Roman times to 
the contemporary and the 10 artist cases in the central 
gallery which tell the story of the British ceramics 
movement through the 20th century to today.

Centre of Ceramic Art

Lucie Rie, Bowl, 1976. Lucie Rie, Bottle, 1958 – 1959. Gillian Lowndes, Scroll, 1995.
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Fine Art

Burton Gallery

Explore Italian Old Master paintings with a religious focus, 
portraiture, landscapes and Dutch and Flemish Old Master 
paintings which show how artists of the region specialised in 
landscape, lavish still life banquets and genre painting such as 
commonplace tavern scenes.

Works by early 20th century modern artists demonstrate the 
enduring influence of Impressionism and Post Impressionism. 
Abstract paintings by Michael Ginsborg and Ben Nicholson 
explore how artists have experimented with colour, form  
and texture.

Old favourites such as Hogarth’s Studio by E. M. Ward and 
Portrait of Monsignor Agucchi by Domenichino are included, 
along with paintings by York artist William Etty.

The Aesthetica Art Prize recognises excellence in contemporary 
art from across the world within the fields of Photographic & 
Digital Art; Three Dimensional Design & Sculpture; Painting, 
Drawing & Mixed Media and Video, Installation & Performance.

Addressing the effects of the digital age, the shortlisted 
works for 2018 cover a variety of wide-ranging themes such 
as globalisation, technology, the environment and changing 
modes of communication. Each piece draws upon social and 
political structures to question the value that we place on 
ourselves and the world around us.

Previous artists have gone on to exhibit at the National Portrait 
Gallery, BALTIC, FOAM and The Photographers’ Gallery. The 
exhibition is accompanied by a series of lunchtime talks; check 
the York Art Gallery website events page for details.

Aesthetica Art Prize 2018

18 May – 30 September 2018

Jaiyu Liu, Ocean Wave.
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Hear My Voice: Art for Wellbeing
13 April – 15 July 2018

An exhibition of artwork produced on projects run by  
Culture & Wellbeing in York, a partnership of arts organisations 
providing opportunities for adults to improve their wellbeing 
through the arts.

A programme of performances and taster sessions will run 
throughout the exhibition. Check the York Art Gallery website 
events pages for details.

Refuse/Refuge
20 July – 16 September 2018

An exhibition of contemporary art exploring the role of visual 
politics in shaping the public’s reactions to the 21st century 
refugee crisis. Curated by University of York Phd students 
Kyveli Lignou-Tsamantani and Martha Cattell. The exhibition is 
supported by the History of Art Department, University of York, 
and York Festival of Ideas.

Project Gallery

The Project Gallery exhibitions showcase work with  
local communities and contemporary artists responding 
to our collections.

Forthcoming Exhibitions

Cover artwork for The BFG (Jonathan Cape, 1982) @ Quentin Blake.

Strata – Rock – Dust – Stars
From 28 September 2018
Curated by Mike Stubbs, Director of FACT Liverpool, in 
partnership with York Museums Trust and York Mediale. 
Featuring moving image, new media and interactive artwork, the 
exhibition explores geological strata through a poetic layering 
of human curiosity, exploration and reflections on the universe.

The BFG in Pictures
12 October 2018 – 24 February 2019
An exhibition of original illustrations by Quentin Blake for 
Roald Dahl’s classic story The BFG, on tour from House of 
Illustration in London; shown in parallel to works from the 
collections of York Art Gallery.

Turner, Ruskin and the Storm Cloud
29 March – 23 June 2019
Marking the bicentenary of John Ruskin’s birth, this exhibition 
of works by Turner, Ruskin and contemporary artists, examines 
Ruskin’s ideas about environmental and social change. 

DON’T MISS…
NEW Exhibition to be announced soon!
We will be announcing an exciting brand new exhibition 
for winter 2018 very soon. Visit yorkartgallery.org.uk  
for further details from May 2018.
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Events for Adults at a Glance

Discover more and book online at yorkartgallery.org.uk.

Gallery admission applies unless stated otherwise.

TALKS AND WORKSHOPS
Curator’s Lunchtime Talks
Third Wednesday of the month: 12.30pm – 1pm
The Friends of York Art Gallery Lunchtime Talks
Second and Fourth Wednesday of the month: 12.30pm – 1pm
Welcome Team Talks
Weekdays: 2pm, 2.15pm, 2.30pm, 2.45pm. 
10 minute Art Shot talks on weekdays (except Wednesdays). 
All talks are FREE, no need to book.
Sketchbook Circle
Wednesdays: 9 May, 13 Jun and 11 Jul. 1.30pm – 3.30pm 
Informal drawing group. Included in admission, book in advance.
Art for Wellbeing (16+ only)
Sundays: 13 May, 10 Jun and 8 Jul. 1.30pm – 3.30pm 
Informal practical sessions for adults. Included in admission.

MAY
Sensory Tours for Adults: 
ARTIST’S CHOICE by Per Inge Bjørlo
2 May. Especially suitable for partially sighted or blind adults. 
Included in admission but book in advance.
Muddy Fingers Teapot Workshop
5 May. Join Muddy Fingers Pottery in the learning room 
to create a two cup teapot from scratch. £35 including all 
materials and gallery entrance. Please book in advance.  
Over 16s only.
Susan Halls: Ceramics for Beginners
12 May. Susan will discuss key techniques in a practical 
demonstration in the Studio. £10, gallery admission included.
Painting from Life - Form & Flesh Tones
19 May . A practical workshop with experienced artist and 
tutor, Sue Clayton. £42, gallery admission included, book in 
advance.

JUNE
Feel Good Friday – Ceramics and Wellbeing
1 Jun. Take a break and relax with a mindful session handling 
real art objects. FREE, no need to book.
Hear My Voice: Art for Wellbeing
5 - 17 Jun. A programme of performances and taster sessions 
celebrating the power of the arts to promote wellbeing.
‘Calais Children: A Case to Answer’ Film Screening
20 Jun. Tempest Anderson Hall, Yorkshire Museum. Join us for a 
special screening of this award-winning documentary followed 
by a Q&A with film director Sue Clayton. FREE event.
Curator’s Talk: The Sea is the Limit
20 Jun. An introduction to the exhibition. Included in 
admission.
Nick Ellwood: Between the Lines
23 Jun. Artist Nick Ellwood talks about his experiences in 
Calais and his work in the exhibition. £10 per person, gallery 
admission included.
YMT Residents’ Weekend and Studio Drop-in
24 Jun. The Studio will be open for all to take part in practical 
art activities. Entrance to the gallery is FREE to York residents.

JULY
Sensory Tours for Adults: Lucie Rie
8 Jul. Especially suitable for partially sighted or blind adults. 
Included in admission but book in advance.
Nick Ellwood: Drawing on Experience
14 Jul. A practical workshop exploring reportage drawing and 
sketching techniques. £15, gallery admission included.

SEPTEMBER
Feel Good Friday – Ceramics and Wellbeing
7 Sep. Take a break and relax with a mindful session handling 
real art objects. Included in admission, no need to book.

The Annual CoCA Lecture with Alex McErlain 
10 Nov, 4pm – 5pm. £8 per person, book in 
advance. In association with the Friends of 
York Art Gallery and the Northern Potters 
Association.
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Shop
Pick up unique gifts, colourful cards, specialist books, and art 
materials for all ages and levels of experience in our shop at 
York Art Gallery. Head upstairs to find a specialist shop as 
part of the Centre of Ceramic Art (CoCA) selling a selection of 
work by artists working with clay. It offers ranges of high-end 
ceramics, affordable pieces and anything in between.

Café
Serving breakfasts, cakes, light bites and 
lunches and a variety of drinks, Café No.8 
is the perfect start or end to your visit to 
the Gallery. The café offers good value, 
locally-sourced ingredients, with salads, 
sandwiches, excellent coffee and home 
baked cakes. Café No. 8 is also family 
friendly, in addition to a child-friendly 
menu at low prices, for younger visitors 
there are colouring pads and crayons. 

YMT Card
GREAT VALUE 
PRICELESS MEMORIES
Buy a YMT Card today to visit  
three wonderful York attractions  
as many times as you like for a whole year.  
It’s the great value way to enjoy some of the best  
York has to offer.

What are the benefits? With a YMT Card you can…
•  Enjoy a year’s free entry to York Castle Museum,  

the Yorkshire Museum and York Art Gallery.
• Visit all our sites as many times as you like.
•  Treat yourself with 10% discount in all our shops and cafes, 

and save even more on our special Members’ Shopping Days.
•  Look first and book first with advance digital copies of our 

events programmes.
•  See our major new exhibitions before anyone else with 

e-invites to our exclusive YMT Card Holder Previews.
•  Stay up to date and be in the know with our regular behind 

the scenes e-newsletters.
…and don’t forget that up to four kids aged 16 and under can 
go FREE with each YMT Card holder!

Support Us
York Museums Trust is an independent charity. A donation gift 
of any size has a great impact upon the development of the 
Trust. To make a donation or to find out more about York Art 
Gallery, York Museums Trust and how your support could help, 
please visit yorkmuseumstrust.org.uk.

Gift Aid It!
UK Tax Payers may ‘Gift Aid’ their admission and enable 
York Museums Trust to reclaim tax back on the whole of 
the admission paid. For York Museums Trust, your ‘Gift Aid’ 
donation is currently worth an extra 25p for every pound.

YMT Card
GREAT VALUE 
PRICELESS 
MEMORIES

Planning Your Visit

Check our website for details of school holiday 
activities for families and our Museum Monkey’s 
sessions for early years.
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Visitor Information

OPENING TIMES
Open Daily: 10am – 5pm
Closed 25, 26 Dec and 1 Jan. Early closing 24 and 31 Dec, see website for details.

ADMISSION
YMT Card Holder ..................................................................................................................  FREE
Adult (with 10% Gift Aid Donation)  ...........................................................................................  £7.50
Adult (without donation)  ........................................................................................................... £6.81
Child (16 and under) *  ................................................................................... FREE with a paying adult

Access Day Ticket **  ............................................................................................................ £4.00
National Art Pass (purchase from www.artfund.org)  ............................................................  FREE
ARE YOU A YORK RESIDENT? 
Valid YorkCard holders each receive 20% discount on admission!

YMT Card
12 months unlimited access to  
York Castle Museum, York Art Gallery 
and the Yorkshire Museum.
YMT Card  ............................................................................................. £22 / £20 with Direct Debit
York Residents ***  ..................................................................................  £11 / £10 with Direct Debit

Access YMT Card **  ............................................................................  £11 / £10 with Direct Debit
York Residents ***  ...................................................................................  FREE subject to availability

HOW TO FIND US
York Art Gallery is located in Exhibition Square, five minutes from York Minster.  
It is about 15 minutes walk from York Railway Station.
York Art Gallery, Exhibition Square, York YO1 7EW
T: 01904 687687 E: art.gallery@ymt.org.uk

  Find us on Facebook 
York Art Gallery

   Follow us on Twitter 
@YorkArtGallery

ACCESSIBILITY
York Art Gallery is fully accessible to wheelchair users. A wheelchair is available to 
borrow on request. Full information is provided on our website.

Discover more at yorkartgallery.org.uk

*  Kids go FREE – children 16 and under go free with a paying adult; maximum 4 children per adult.  
Offer does not apply to organised groups.

**  Access Tickets: available to 17-24 year olds and those on most forms of benefit. Terms and conditions apply, 
for more information see www.yorkcastlemuseum.org.uk.

*** With a valid YorkCard, current council tax bill or valid student ID.

York Art Gallery is part of York Museums Trust. Charity number 1092466.  
Photography by Kippa Matthews, Anthony Chappel-Ross, Giles Rocholl and Peter Heaton. 
Information correct at time of going to print.

YMT Card
GREAT VALUE 
PRICELESS 
MEMORIES


